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GRAND KNIGHT’S LETTER – Douglas Blondin 
Brother Knights, Ladies Auxiliary and IHM Congregation:  
 
I hope that you had a blessed Thanksgiving and have enjoyed all the leftovers.  
 
Most people know that I'm a fan of theatrical productions.  Recently I attended Fiddler 
on the Roof at BDT Stage (aka Boulder Dinner Theatre).  This will be their final         
production after 46 years as the land/building has been sold to a non-theatre          
developer.  It was a great show - worthy of being the finale and something I'd highly 
recommend seeing.  Alas, the rest of the run appears to be sold out. 
 
One of the signature songs from the show is the opening number - Tradition. As I listened to the song, it got 
me thinking of the traditions around this time of year. 
 
Many of our holiday traditions center around food.  There are certain foods that we likely only make this 
time of year - which ones are you looking forward to? In some cases our food traditions may not be what we 
have but when we have it.  Does your family have a traditional Christmas Eve meal?  Christmas morning 
breakfast?  
 
Other traditions might revolve around gift giving.  When do you open presents?  Do you open a Christmas 
Eve gift?  Do you buy for everyone or pick names? Naturally there are many decorations that we roll out at 
this time of year. Do you remember when particular items joined your celebrations?   
 
Whatever your traditions, I urge you to find out where they came from or share the origin story if you know it.  
Let’s not be like Tevye in the song who says “how did this tradition start?  I’ll tell you - I don’t know”.  Enrich 
your family by sharing the stories. 
 
It can be a hectic time, but the Church gives us the beautiful season of Advent.  I have always found  Advent 
a calming time. Take time to reflect on the theme of each week - Hope, Peace, Joy & Love.  I look forward to 
the lighting of each Advent candle and marking progress towards what the season is all about - the arrival of 
baby Jesus. 
 
In church you’ll likely see many unfamiliar faces.  Some are likely the C&E Catholics.  Others may be         
travelers visiting family.  Let’s be welcoming to everyone. You never know when your kind gesture might 
make a difference in someone’s life - and perhaps bring them back to the church. 
 
I wish you safe travels – whether it’s just “over the river and through the woods,” on our crowded             
roadways or at busy airports.   Let’s all return to be together in 2024. 
 
Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year 
Douglas Blondin 
Grand Knight Council 7502 
Northglenn, CO 
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                                                 Prayer of the Month 
 
Prayer for Persons with Disabilities: 
Heavenly Father, 
 
You have taught us that every person is fearfully and wonderfully made in your image. We come before 
you today with hearts full of gratitude for each of the unique and beautiful lives you have created, espe-
cially in those living with disabilities. We ask that your loving presence surround and uplift all those who 
face the challenges of disability.  
 
We pray that they may know and experience your unwavering love. May they know their worth by the infi-
nite love you have for them; may it give them strength on their journey.  
 
Grant them and their loved ones the courage to face each day with hope, the patience to endure obsta-
cles, and the resilience to overcome adversity. May they be guided in your grace.  
 
Bless those who work to create accessible spaces, resources, and opportunities for people with disabili-
ties. May their efforts be a reflection of your love for all your children, and may their work be a sign for oth-
ers of the intrinsic value of human life.  
 
Through the intercession of Mary, our Blessed Mother, and all the saints, we offer these intentions to you 
with confidence, trusting in your divine plan. 
 
In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, we pray.  
 
Amen  

*   *   *   * 
Prayer of the Month is a prayer composed by the Assistant Director of L’Arche St. Louis, a 
community which “strives to make known the gifts of people with intellectual disabilities, 
foster environments that meet [their] members’ changing needs, and engage in diverse 
cultures, working towards a more human society”, and is in acknowledge-
ment of the Holy Father’s prayer intention for the month of December, for 
persons with disabilities, that they may be at the center of attention in soci-
ety, and that institutions may offer inclusive programs which value their ac-
tive participating. 

 

Pray for vocations!  Pray for our seminarians and priests! 

Please include the following Knights 
 and their family members in your prayers: 

Brenda Garcia (David Garcia’s daughter in law), Elliot (John Elfering’s infant  
nephew), Jose Sousa & his Wife, Toni Serrano (wife of Toby Serrano), Barbara Peterson, 
Robert Morelli, Patricia Heimann (Greg Heimann’s mother), Dena Ballinger (Joe Duran’s Daughter-in-
law),  John Luna, Terry Zrust,  Jeff Tuell (Ed Getsch’s Son-in-law), Fran Warrior, Judy Nelke, Maryann    
Gillespie, Arnie Malsom, Shirley Hofer,  Gene Dell, Mike Brown, Jim Brozovich, Tom Hermosillo, Frank 
Taggart, Elisabeth Barron, Margie Archer, Jake Jacobs, Diane Roybal, Sharon Suedkamp, Doli Brown. 

Deceased: Shui Li (Jerry Corr’s Mother in Law). 
Contact Jerry Starling at jcstarling@comcast.net or 303-451-1648 to add or remove names. 
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Minutes of Council 7502 (continued) 

Ladies Auxiliary Report – Dianne Heimann, President 
I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving! The Ladies Auxiliary met on Tues-

day November 14, 2023. This was our first joint meeting at the hall with the Knights. 
We had dinner with the Knights and friends, said the rosary together, then the 
Knights had their meeting, and we had our meeting upstairs. We had twenty-eight 
members present at the meeting. We had five new members join our Auxiliary. It was 
good to see the ladies. After taking care of business, accepting the October minutes 
and the October Treasurer’s report. We celebrated the November birthdays of Mary 
LeRoy, Jan Cogar, Ronni Sokolinski, Pat Heimann, and Charlene Malsom. Happy Birth-
day Ladies! 

We’ve had a busy month! On Oct 14 we helped with the Tootsie Roll Drive. On Oct 21 we        
decorated the tables at the hall for the Knights Volunteer Appreciation Dinner. On Nov 10/11 we       
decorated the tables at IHM for the Veterans Tribute and Appreciation Breakfast, and helped with     
registration and served our Veterans and guests’ breakfast. On Nov 22 the Nativity Scene in front of the 
hall was set up. On Nov 25 the Knights and Ladies set up and decorated the hall for Christmas by     
setting up and decorating three Christmas trees and putting up all the beautiful Christmas decorations. 

On Saturday Dec 9, the Knights are having their Adult Christmas Party. The ladies will decorate 
the tables and provide desserts for this event.  

On Sunday Dec 10, I hear Santa will be at IHM in the Youth Room after the four Sunday masses. 
This will be an opportunity for the children of our parish to visit Santa. 

On Thursday Dec 14, the Ladies will have our Ladies Auxiliary Christmas Party. At this meeting 
the Knights will cook and serve us dinner, then we will have a gift exchange. This Christmas Party is in 
lieu of our regular monthly meeting. 

Fraternal Survey of Activities  

It’s that time of the year where we ask you to record your activities for the calendar year.  This is very   
important as it helps the Knights of Columbus keep their tax-exempt status.  This year our Council has a 
new survey (found on page 6) that should better correspond to the Council #7502 activities that you    
perform and thus be easier to fill out.   Please have these back by December 15th. 
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Successful Veterans Tribute and Appreciation Breakfast 
The Bethlehem Assembly 1966 hosted its annual Veterans Tribute and Appreciation Breakfast on Veterans Day in 
Cabrini Hall on November 11th. There were over 100 veterans and 100 family members in attendance.  The Key 
Note speaker was Brigadier General Michael J. Bruno who serves as the Deputy Executive Director for the Depart-
ment of Military and Veterans Affairs and acts as the primary deputy to the Adjutant General for the State of Colora-
do.  General Bruno Spoke on the background and history of the Army and Air Force National Guard and historical 
involvements for all National and State matters since the National Guard was organized in the country and in Colo-
rado. 
The following are pictures of some of the people and activities of Veterans and Family members who attended.  

Registration Table                 BG Bruno speaking with Veterans    Veterans and Families                                             

Assembly Posting Colors                         State Deputy with Grand Daughter             Breakfast serving line      

 

 

 

 

 

   Fr. James Spahn, Assembly  Friar                   BG Michael J. Bruno                                        
Thanks to all of the volunteers from the Councils, Assemblies, Ladies Auxiliary, Squires, Tiffany and Don 
Kalkhorst and the IHM Parish Staff that helped make the Veterans Breakfast a tremendous success. 

Special Olympics – December 2023 – Michael Chacon 
Mike, Josh Hem Lee and his son Mateo volunteered at the Special Olympics State Volleyball tournament held at 
Elevation Volleyball in Centennial on Saturday November 18th.   It was a fun event.  Mike had an opportunity to   
announce the award winners for each division.  Josh and Mateo helped by putting the award metals on the        
participants.   
The fall season is over.  The winter sport teams will start practicing in January.  I would like to thank Knights Kent 
Clossen and Josh Hem Lee for volunteering at a Special Olympics event this year.  I would also like to thank Squire 
Mateo Lee. 
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Family of the Month - Pete, Marguerite, James, 
Joseph, Jack, and Andrew Gormley  
Pete was born in Pittsburgh, PA, and moved to Colorado as a 
child. He earned bachelor’s degrees in chemistry and math and 
a Masters in Information Technology from Regis University.  He 
is employed by Lumen Tech, formerly Centurylink, in their IT  
department.  
Marguerite has degrees in Business Management and Spanish 
from Regis.  
Pete and Marguerite were married in 1997 and began attend-
ing IHM shortly after.  
Pete joined the Knights in 2013 sponsored by Chris Gaul and Russ Hofer. He has been a Columbia 
Squires leader 10 years.  All the boys have been Chief Squire.  Our Squires Circle won state Circle of the 
Year numerous times under their leadership. 
James is 24. He has a Master’s in Mechanical Engineering and works for Lockheed-Martin on the lunar 
lander project for NASA.  James plays piano and cello. 
Joseph is 21. He is graduating from Colorado State University with a General Psychology degree. He 
plays percussion and currently works at Home Depot. 
Jack is 19. He works for RK Mechanical in a welding and fabrication apprenticeship toward becoming a 
journeyman. He plays piano, French horn, guitar, and trumpet. 
Andew is 17 and a high school junior.  He plays organ and piano for IHM, and at home guitar, French 
horn, trumpet, and whatever else can offer a challenge.  In school, he plays trombone in the concert 
band and piano and trombone in the school jazz band. 
With two pianos in the house, the Gormley brothers will play dueling pianos just for fun.   
The family has been active in everything happening at IHM going back to Journey Days.  They served 
Mass, been Master of Ceremonies, EMs, Lector, and of course music. Pete and Marguerite are a       
marriage prep mentor couple. They are on the Eucharistic Revival committee.   Pete is in the Christmas 
play and will perform chants before the 9am Mass during Advent.  
All of the Gormleys have earned the honor of Family of the Month.  

Scholarship Applications Deadline Saturday March 23, 2024 
All Council 7502 Knights are reminded that Applications for the High School and College Scholar-

ships are available.  Scholarship candidates must be a child or grandchild of a Council 7502 member in 
good standing or a deceased past member who was in good standing at the time of his death. 

For the two high school scholarships, a candidate must be an incoming freshman who has been    
accepted to a Catholic High School.  The $1,500 first year scholarship is renewable each of the             
remaining three years of High School if requirements are met as set forth in the Application form. 

The college scholarship is $5,000 for just the first year of college, as more fully explained in the     
College Scholarship Application Form.  Three scholarships are available for the coming 2024-2025 
school year. 

Completed, signed Applications must be postmarked by Saturday, March 23, 2024 and submitted to: 
Knights of Columbus No. 7502, c/o Brian Appelhans, 10290 Oak St., Westminster, CO 80021.  

Applications are available (i) by emailing Kevin Smith at Kevin@scudderpress.com, (ii) by calling Larry 
Allwine at 720-887-8402, (iii) possibly at Officers and Council meetings and (iv) at Scudder Press, 565 
Russell Blvd., Thornton, CO 80229.   Please obtain the application at your earliest convenience so that 
your child or grandchild has time to complete and timely submit the four-page application.  
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BINGO NEW LOCATION: BINGO OASIS 
 

Join us for Bingo on Tuesday and Wednesday each week 
Early Bird games at 11:15am Regular Bingo at Noon 
Bingo Oasis at 10657 Melody Drive, Northglenn 
THANK YOU BINGO WORKERS!! 

Knights of Columbus Council #7502 

2911 W 104th Avenue 

Westminster, CO 80234 

Editor’s Update 
Your Managing Editor is Nicholas Gaul (ncgaul@gmail.com) with editors Amber Walters and Chris Gaul. 
May God richly bless and keep all of the Knights of Council 7502!  Blessed Virgin Mary, who bore Christ in 
your womb, was Assumed bodily into Heaven, Pray for Us.  
 

Visit us on the Web: 
www.KofC7502.org 

Return Service Requested 

Donations to Knights of Columbus 7502 are not tax deductible 


