
June 
2024 

Newsletter 

ARCHBISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN  
COUNCIL #7502 

         Serving Christ, His Church and 
         IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY  
          Catholic Parish in Northglenn, Colorado 

Our recent monthly newsletters are available in color on our website, https://kofc7502.org 

GRAND KNIGHT’S LETTER – Douglas Blondin 
Brother Knights, Ladies Auxiliary and IHM Congregation:                                              
 
The month of June brings a couple of holidays that I’d like to highlight.                    
 
On June 2nd, we celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi - also known at the Solemni-
ty of the most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.  This celebrates that the Real Pres-
ence of the Lord - Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity – in the Eucharist. IHM will 
mark the day with a Eucharistic Procession from the church around Webster Lake 
and back.  All are invited to participate in this visible display of our faith. 
Recall that the Archdiocese of Denver is in the midst of a year-long Eucharistic Revival – which culmi-
nates with the National Eucharistic Convention in Indianapolis on July 17-21. There are four Eucharistic 
processions taking place across the US that will converge in Indianapolis.  One of those is the St. Juni-
pero Serra Route – it started on May 18th at the Mission Dolores Basilica in San Francisco and crosses 
into Northwest Colorado on June 5th.  As detailed in last month’s newsletter, it will pass through Den-
ver on June 9th, with the 10:30am Mass celebrated at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Con-
ception.  This will be followed by a short (one mile) Eucharistic Procession through downtown Denver to 
Holy Ghost church. 

On June 8th, we will celebrate a feast that should be dear to IHM parishioners - The Immaculate Heart 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  This devotion allows us to contemplate the deep love Mary had for God.  

Imagine what courage and faith it took to say “yes” when the angel appeared asking Mary to carry Je-

sus.  It reminds me of a book recommended by a pastor from my home state of Vermont – “The Reed 
of God” by Caryll Houselander.  The book is a beautiful meditation on Mary and the choice she made. 

I hope you’re enjoying the “Who’s the Seminarian” series.  My intention is to remind of us of the priests 
(and perhaps others) with an IHM association and learn a little bit about them while seeing what they 
looked like back when their ministry began. This is a “space available” series, so it may not be present 
in every newsletter.  I’m researching over 50 potential subjects. 

June 14th is Flag Day.  This is likely to be a tough year with a very contentious election.  May the flag 
remind us that we are part of the United States of America and encourage us to work towards remem-
bering those things that bring us together rather than our differences. 

June will also be the start of many summer vacation travels.  May these be a time of renewal and to-
getherness for you and your families.  Safe travels. 

Vivat Jesus 
Douglas Blondin 
Grand Knight Council 7502 
Northglenn, CO 
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Pray for vocations!  Pray for our seminarians and priests! 

Please include the following Knights and their family members in your prayers: 
Michael Federico, Rosemary Martinez, Joe Duran, Johnny Padilla, John Luna, Brenda Garcia 

(David Garcia’s daughter in law), Barbara Peterson, Robert Morelli, Patricia Heimann (Greg Heimann’s 
mother), Dena Ballinger (Joe Duran’s Daughter-in-law), Terry Zrust, Jeff Tuell (Ed Getsch’s Son-in-law), 
Arnie Malsom, Shirley Hofer Mike Brown, Jim Brozovich, Tom Hermosillo, Elisabeth Barron,  

Margie Archer, Diane Roybal, Sharon Suedkamp, Doli Brown.  
Deceased: Judy Nelke. 
Contact Jerry Starling at jcstarling@comcast.net or  
303-451-1648 to add or remove names. 

 
 

*   *   *   * 
Scripture of the Month is taken from The New American Bible, Revised Edition (NABRE) 
at www.usccb.org/bible, which provides explanatory introductions and footnotes. 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Month 
Merciful God, we pray to you for all the men, women and children who have died after leaving their 

homelands in search of a better life. Though many of their graves bear no name, to you each one is 
known, loved and cherished.  

May we never forget them, but honor their sacrifice with deeds more than words. We entrust to you 
all those who have made this journey, enduring fear, uncertainty, and humiliation, in order to reach a 
place of safety and hope. 

Just as you never abandoned your Son as he was brought to a safe place by Mary and Joseph, so 
now be close to these, your sons and daughters, through our tenderness and protection. 

In caring for them may we seek a world where none are forced to leave their home and where all can 
live in freedom, dignity and peace. 

Merciful God and Father of all, wake us from the slumber of indifference, open our eyes to their suf-
fering, and free us from the insensitivity born of worldly comfort and self-centeredness. 

Inspire us, as nations, communities, and individuals, to see that those who come to our shores are 
our brothers and sisters. 

May we share with them the blessings we have received from your hand, and recognize that togeth-
er, as one human family, we are all migrants, journeying in hope to you, our true home, where every tear 
will be wiped away, where we will be at peace and safe in your embrace. 

*   *   *   * 
 Prayer is adapted from cabrininationalshrine.org, and is Pope Francis’s prayer for immigrants, re-
specting the Papal Intention for the month of June: for migrants fleeing their homes. 

Leviticus 19:33-34 
33 When an alien resides with you in your land, do not mistreat such a one. 34 You shall treat the alien 
who resides with you no differently than the natives born among you; you shall love the alien as your-
self; for you too were once aliens in the land of Egypt. I, the LORD, am your God. 
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Minutes of Council 7502 (continued) 
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Minutes of Council 7502 (continued) 

Who’s the Seminarian … 
By Grand Knight Douglas Blondin  
(answer on page 10) 
 
This is the next “test’ in our seminarian series. This picture is different – the 
man on the left in the second row is walking out of the church right after or-
dination.  He is either a priest assigned at one time to IHM or has another 
IHM connection. Who is this seminarian (bonus question: what year was he 
ordained & when was he at Immaculate Heart of Mary)? 
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Special Olympics Report – June 2024 – Michael Chacon 
The spring season will wrap up June 1st.  Training and practices for the summer season have begun.  The summer 
events will start in July.  Updates for the summer game will be provided in next month’s newsletter.  The Special 
Olympics is holding its Law Enforcement Torch Run fundraiser in Denver for any Knights or family members who 
are interested in running, jogging or walking 2.5 miles.  Please use the link to register https://www.classy.org/
event/2024-tribute-at-the-capitol-torch-run/e579959 
2024 Tribute at the Capitol Torch Run 
June 4 @ 9:30 am - 2:00 pm 
Ball Arena, 1500 5th St, Denver  
 

 

 9:30 a.m. – Check-in and Day of Registration opens. Park at the 4Runner lot South at Ball Arena  
(off Auraria Pkwy). 
10:00 a.m. – Shuttles begin taking participants to Lincoln Park. 
10:30 a.m.- Check-in and Day of Registration Closes. 
11:15 a.m – Torch Lighting Ceremony on the steps of the State Capitol. 
11:40 a.m. – 2.5 mile run back to 4Runner lot South at Ball Arena. 
12:30 p.m. – BBQ and music at the 4Runner lot South at Ball Arena. 

LADIES AUXILIARY by Dianne Heimann, President 
    The Ladies Auxiliary met on Tuesday May 14, 2024. This was our second joint meet-
ing at the hall with the Knights. We had dinner with the Knights and friends, said the 
rosary together, then the Knights had their meeting downstairs, and we had our meet-
ing upstairs. We had twenty-seven members present at the meeting. We had two new 
members join our Auxiliary! 
    At our meeting, we took care of business, approving the Recording Secretary 
Minutes from April and the Treasurer’s report for April. We celebrated the May birth-
days of Renee Applehans, Sandy Paplow and Phyllis Amend. Happy Birthday Ladies!  
   The Nominating Committee presented the names of officers for the 2024-2025 fiscal year. We will vote 
in June. The Honoring Ladies Committee presented the name of two members to be honored in June. 
   Our next meeting will be on Thursday June 13, 2024. 
 
Thank you,    
Dianne Heimann 
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FAMILY OF THE MONTH – CHARLIE AND KATHIE BARRETT 
Our June Family of the Month has a long history together and with the Knights of Columbus. Charles and 
Kathie Barrett were born in the same hospital in Fort Worth, Texas in the same year, 1951. Thanks to a 
mutual friend, while Kathie was at Del Mar College in Corpus Christi and Charlie was at the University of 
Texas, Austin, they met on a blind date on Friday the 13th in 1970. They were married a year later May 
28, 1971, at St. Patrick’s Church in Corpus Christi, TX.  Charlie was in the ROTC program hoping to be a 
pilot, but because he lacked 20/20 vision, could not pursue that course. Meanwhile Kathie was working 
at Sessions Mortgage Company, and Charlie took an interest in her work and went on to earn his BBA in 
finance from the University of Texas.  During his 45-year career as a mortgage banker he established and 
later sold 2 mortgage companies.  
Charlie and Kathie have two children (Kristen and Michael) and 5 grandchildren. Kristen and Steve’s 
daughter Sydney is graduating from Holy Family HS and will pursue an Exercise Science degree at         
Columbia, SC on a soccer scholarship.  Their son, Cal, (15) plays sports at Holy Family HS.  Michael and 
Michelle’s children Estella, Tristan and Brayden live in Thornton.  Estella completed one year of college 
and now is active with “Journeys Kidz.” Tristan (15) attends Monarch High School and is active in sports. 
Brayden is a 4 1/2-year-old in preschool. No wonder Charlie and Kathie chose to move to Denver in 
2011. 
Charlie’s social involvement started in high school as a Boy Scout where he attained the status of Eagle 
Scout and was a member of the Order of the Arrow. Charlie joined the Knights of Columbus in June 1986 
and made his 4th degree in 2021. Kathie joined the Knights’ Auxiliary in 2023.   
With Charlie’s delicious cooking you would have thought that he studied to be a master chef. It started as 
a hobby, then became a vocation serving at community functions like school, church, and Knights’ 
events. He eventually did start a catering business, Charlies’ Kitchen in San Antonio. After they moved to 
Westminster, he joined with Rudy Barron to form “A Catered Affair.” 
Kathie and Charlie have been involved in Church Activities for many years. Some of their activities have 
included Christ Renews His Church (Welcome Retreats), teaching classes on the “Presence”, facilitating 

classes on “Jesus and the       
Eucharist” and working with the 
Eucharistic Revival Committee.    
Charlie expects the Knights to 
provide a good moral compass 
and help to be a good Catholic 
husband and father. Kathie 
joined the Auxiliary to get to 
know the Knights’ wives and 
support Charlie and the Knights. 
The Charlie and Kathie Barrett 
family truly deserves to be      
selected as Family of the Month 
for June 2024. 



Archbishop Fulton J .  Sheen Counci l  # 7502 Page 8 

Hall of Memories Dinner 
The Hall of Memories Banquet honoring Brian Appelhans and Jim Petersen was held May 4 at the hall. 
Grand Knight Doug Blondin and a team of five previous honorees considered nominees who had been 
Knights fifteen years. They weighed the totality of the nominee’s contribution to the Knights of Columbus, 
the Church, and to the community. Simply put, this is a lifetime achievement award and a big honor.  
Doug Blondin was master of ceremonies. A delicious meal was prepared by Rudy Barron, Charlie Barrett, 
and Bob Harder. Carl Cogar and Leo Amend tended bar. Seventy family and friends were told of these 
Knights decades of service by Ken Allscheid and Larry Allwine. 

Honoree Jim Petersen is a Council 7502 charter member. 
Jim was raised on the family farm in the Brighton and Hudson, 
CO area. He graduated from Weld Central HS in Keenesburg in 
1965. He enlisted in the Navy after high school and was de-
ployed on an ocean going tug from 1967-68 during the Vietnam 
War. Jim married his lovely wife Candy in 1968. They lived in   
Hawaii six months till his enlistment was completed. They moved 
back to Colorado and to Northglenn in 1975.  
Jim and Candy have two daughters, four grandchildren and one 
great grandchild.  
Jim’s father was Grand Knight of Brighton Council 3285, so Jim 
joined the Knights when he turned 18. He has been a Knight 60 
years.  He helped charter Council 7502 in March 1980. Jim 
joined the Fourth Degree in 2003 and served as Color Corps 
Commander.  
In 2000 Jim along with a few other Council 7502 Knights were 
asked to charter a new council at St. Mark’s parish. He was 
Treasurer, Deputy Grand Knight, Grand Knight, Trustee, a Squires 
Counselor. In 2010 St. Mark’s chartered a Fourth Degree Assem-
bly where Jim served as Faithful Navigator and Color Corps    
Commander. Jim transferred back to Council 7502 in 2020.  
In 2012 State Deputy Roger Muller asked Jim to become District 
Deputy for District 14 covering Councils 7502, 6257, 10961, 
and 13131. He also became state Perpetual Memorial Society 
Director, which now has 2000 enrollees.  

For work, Jim was a Cummins Diesel mechanic for 26 years. In a big change, he sold and maintained slot 
machines for five years. He then worked for Alliance Data Systems in Westminster where he retired as 
Chief Building Engineer.  
Jim is also a member of the Elks Club and Northglenn Police Citizens Academy. He volunteers rebuilding 
bicycle for Northglenn’s successful bike giveaway program.  
For 60 incredible years of being an active Knight Jim Petersen was well deserving of being inducted into 
the Council 7502 Hall of Memories.  
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Honoree Brian Appelhans served 25 years on the 
Scholarship Committee. 
Brian Appelhans was born and raised in Wyoming. 
He earned a Bachelor of Science Computer Science 
degree from the University of Wyoming and made a 
long career in software, beginning with AT&T Bell 
Labs and finishing in medical devices.  
 
Brian has been married to his lovely wife Ida 43 
years. They have four children. 
Brian joined the Knights in 1990. He has been 
Chancellor and Treasurer. He served on Degree 
Teams and had his parts well memorized. Brian was 
on the Breakfast Crew 10 years, helped run golf 
tournaments 5 years, and worked Tootsie Rolls. Bri-
an sang in the choir.  He ran the 9 Health Fair for the 
Council 2 years was District Coordinator 20 years 
training and supporting fair sites for Northglenn and 
surrounding cities.  
 
Brian has been an anchor of the Council’s high 
school and college scholarship program, serving for 
25 years. 
 

For his 34 years of service to Council, community, and parish Brian Appelhans is a worthy new member 
of the Council Hall of Memories.  

Father Joseph Mukasa Balikuddembe 

The Council recently learned of the death of Honorary Life Member Father Jo-
seph Mukasa Balikuddembe of Uganda.  The name may not be familiar, but the 
story likely will be to long-time members of the parish.  In October 1984, then 
IHM pastor Father Bill Breslin was in Rome attending a world-wide retreat for 
priests.  He met a genial Ugandan priest and asked “What is your parish like?”  
The surprise response of “a pile of ashes” lead to a conversation where Fr Bill 
learned about the situation in the Archdiocese of Kampala.   Fr Balikuddembe 
was already scheduled to visit New York and Fr Bill invited him to come to 
Northglenn.  At the November 25th weekend Masses, Fr Balikuddembe spoke 
and parishioners responded with $21,000 in an impromptu second collection 
(the amount would double by January and this was during a time when parish-
ioners had just pledged over a million dollars for the new parish center.) The 
money was used for purchase of a 15-ton truck to haul food & clothing to thou-
sands of hungry, homeless refugees.  The connections between the two priests 
continued, but was often hampered by the military censoring of letters.  In 
1987, IHM’s Lenten program included a “Safari of Understanding” during Lent 

where additional funds were raised and parishioners were involved with various prayer groups for the people of 
Uganda. Fr Balikuddembe last visited Fr Bill at Queen of Peace parish in September 1992 and spoke at IHM Mass-
es on the 6th.  We learned of the death when our sending of his new membership card elicited a return letter from 
Bishop Christopher Kakooza of the Lugazi diocese informing us that Father Balikuddembe had died on January 15, 
2024.  He was born on March 6, 1936, and ordained on December 11, 1966. Please keep the Ugandan people 
and Fr Balikuddembe in your prayers.  We have entered him in the Colorado Knights of Columbus Perpetual       
Memorial Society. 
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 On Sunday April 21st, Squires Circle 3645 welcomed 5 new members:  Levi and Noah Salcido, Em-
erson Buljung, Michael Martinez and Jackson Sandmeier. We ask God to guide and bless these young 
men. 
 Front Row: (l-r) Chief Counselor Josh Hem Lee, Noah Salcido, Levi Salcido, Michael Martinez, 
Emerson Buljung, Jackson Sandmeier, Ismael Hem Lee, Matthew Walters, Alex Elfering, Declan Buljung 
Back row (l-r): Mateo Hem Lee, Jacob Thompson.  Photo Credit: Douglas Blondin 

And the Seminarian is … (from page 5) 
 Did you recognize Father William Breslin?  Fr Bill was born in 1948 in Red Bank, New Jersey - the 
youngest of 4 boys.  He studied at St Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore, Maryland.  He was ordained at St 
James in Red Bank, NJ, on May 18, 1974, by Bishop John C. Reiss (who you can see partly obscured by 
Fr Bill in the picture.)  Fr Bill is walking with classmate Fr Bernie Keigher and lead by Msgr. Emmet Mo-
nahan.  On June 3rd at 6pm, Fr Bill will be at Queen of Peace (13120 E Kentucky Ave, Aurora) for his 
50th Anniversary of Priesthood Ordination Mass. 
 Fr Bill started as an assistant pastor at St Mary’s church in South Amboy, NJ, and chaplain of the 
high school.  In 1977, he moved to Colorado to be closer to family (his parents had died and his brother 
Jack was living in Boulder).  In Colorado, Fr Bill started as assistant pastor at St Mary Magdalene and lat-
er also became chaplain for Central Catholic High School. 
 In June 1979, Fr Bill became pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary.  Parishioners from that time will 
likely recall that his homilies were often punctuated with “Have I Told You Lately … That I Love You?” - 
which was also the title of his column in the bimonthly “IHM Parishioner”.  During his IHM tenure, IHM 
held a capital campaign to build the parish center (Cabrini Hall et al).  In 1984, Fr Bill introduced IHM to 
Ugandan priest Father Balikuddembe (see story on page 9).   
 Fr Bill transferred to Queen of Peace in Aurora in June 1987.  While there, he oversaw the building 
of a new church.  In 2001, Fr Bill became pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus in Boulder and St Rita in Neder-
land.  After 12 years there, he became confessor for Redemptoris Mater Seminary.  Fr Bill retired in 
March of 2020 and resides at the Prophet Elijah priests’ retirement home on the seminary grounds. 
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BINGO NEW LOCATION: BINGO OASIS 
 

Join us for Bingo on Tuesday and Wednesday each week 
Early Bird games at 11:15am Regular Bingo at Noon 
Bingo Oasis at 10657 Melody Drive, Northglenn 
THANK YOU BINGO WORKERS!! 

Knights of Columbus Council #7502 

2911 W 104th Avenue 

Westminster, CO 80234 

Editor’s Update 
Your Managing Editor is Nicholas Gaul (ncgaul@gmail.com) with editors Amber Walters and Chris Gaul. 
May God richly bless and keep all of the Knights of Council 7502!  Blessed Virgin Mary, who bore Christ in 
your womb, was Assumed bodily into Heaven, Pray for Us.  
 

Visit us on the Web: 
www.KofC7502.org 

Return Service Requested 

Donations to Knights of Columbus 7502 are not tax deductible 


